
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Message from 
the Chair 

by Don Gall 

For those of you who read this while 
you are here at the Strategies and 
Solutions Conference, let me say 
welcome and congratulate you and 
your employer for investing in your 
future. For the rest of you, as they say 
in the sports world, there is always 
next year. Unfortunately, at this point 
in the life of the MTA, we are not 
sure if there will be a next year. By 
now you have" all read what the 
Board and the staff refer to as THE 
LETTER. We will be deciding the 
fate of the MTA at this meeting. 

It is necessary that we now take a 
serious look at the role the MTA 
plays in the M Community and that 
we collectively decide what role it 
takes in the future. We must decide if 
the time for the MTA has passed or if 
it should continue. If the MTA con
tinues, do we have the critical mass 
of dedicated volunteers that will 
cause it to flourish? 

This year's Strategies and Solutions 
Conference has one of the best pro
grams offered in many years. On the 
one hand, it is sad that it may be 
overshadowed by the looming prob
lems with finances brought on by 
decreasing attendance and member
ship. On the other hand, if it is decid
ed that this is the last annual meeting 
of the MTA, we will have gone out 
with a bang. 

The Strategies and Solutions Con
ference is a good place to pick a path 
among all of the 3-, 4- and 5- letter 
acronyms that will be part of your 
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future. There will be a number of 
sessions on the tools that are avail
able and how those tools will make 
your life easier and your products 
better. There will be people who 
have "been there and done that" to 
share their experiences and help you 
avoid their mistakes and gain from 
their better decisions. 

The two plenary sessions will focus 
on legacy systems and concentrate on 
the tools you will need to know and 
understand to move your application 
forward. The sessions will have pan
elists who have been through this 
process to tell you what they did and 
how and why they did it. 

Other sessions will deal with Web
based interfaces, JAVA, Perl, HTML, 
XML and other off-the-shelf software 
that you will learn to know and love. 
There will be VA-oriented sessions 
covering VISTA, FileMan/Kernel 
and other related topics. We will 
hear about performance testing and 
an MDC update. InterSystems will 
make several presentations on con
nectivity, objects and other topics. 

Again, welcome. Enjoy the meeting 
and the companionship of old and 
new friends. I personally hope that I 
will see all of you and many others at 
next year's meeting. 

Don Gall is president of Omega Com
puter Systems, Inc. and Chair of the 
MTA Board of Directors. 
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