
Distinguished Members 

Platinum 
InterSystems Corporation 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
( 617) 621-0600 

Gold 
Henry Elliott & Company 

Wellesley, Massachusetts 
(800) 417-7000 

Micronetics Design Corporation 
Rockville, Maryland 
(301) 258-2605 

Oleen Healthcare Information Management 
Bethesda, Maryland 
(301) 907-4760 

Silver 
Brigham & Women's Hospital 

Boston, Massachusetts 
(617) 732-5500 

Bronze 
Axis Clinical Software, Inc. 

Portland, OR 
503-291-7382 

Cue Data Services, Inc. 
Hingham, Massachusetts 
(617) 749-3675 

Data Innovations, Inc. 
South Burlington, VT 
(802) 658-2850 

ESI Technology Corporation 
Natick, Massachusetts 
(508) 651-1400 

Greystone Technology Corporation 
Woburn, Massachusetts 
(617) 937-9000 

Interactive Systems & Management Corp. 
Little Falls, New Jersey 
(201) 256-7633 

KB Systems, Inc. 
Herndon, Virginia 
(703) 318-0405 

Kennedy Health System 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 
(609) 488-6500 

MUMPS AudioFAX, Inc; 
Wayne; Pennsylvania 
(610) 293-2211 

NDC Federal Systems, Inc. 
Alexandria, VA 
(703) 578-5058 

Omega Legal Systems, Inc. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
(602) 952-5240 

Sumter Regional Hospital 
Americus, GA 
(912) 931-1380 

Synertech Health System Solutions, Inc. 
Harrisburg, PA 
(717) 730-5809 
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VIEWPOINT 

M Around the World? 
Maybe Not 
by Pamela G. McIntyre 

R1
cently, MTA-Europe announced that it will no longer be publishingM 

Professional, the European counterpart of M Computing. While I do 
ot know the details behind this decision, I find it reason for concern. 

Publications usually fold for only a very few reasons, none of which is positive. 

The first reason on the list is usually lack of funds. For an association this means 
a drop in membership and the consequent loss of membership dues. A second 
reason is lack of readership indicating a lack of interest. In some respects this 
may be worse than the first reason. It indicates that nothing new and exciting is 
happening in the industry. Without readership, of course, there is a loss of 
advertising and the associated revenues. Does this mean that Mis disappear
ing from Europe? Not necessarily. I suspect that the industry is evolving,just as 
it is here in the U.S. 

What does concern me is the loss of communication and information flow 
across the ocean. MTA Europe is maintaining a Web site, certainly a valuable 
resource. But it is passive in nature. One must make an effort to sign-on to the 
site and retrieve information. Most people are not inclined to make such an 
effort. A publication, on the other hand, brings information to you. You can 
toss it into your briefcase and take it with you with very little (Yfort. 

To keep you, the reader, informed of what is happening with M around the 
world, M Computing will be adding an international section to each issue. It is 
imperative, of course, that international members contribute relevant informa
tion. The biggest demand is for feature articles, although regular columns, 
industry news, employment opportunities and conference information are also 
desirable. 

The important point here is to keep lines of communication open by providing 
an avenue for information exchange. If we lived in a vacuum, it wouldn't mat
ter. But not even M operates in a vacuum. The business environment is dynam
ic, and the world is getting smaller. Those who obtain relevant business infor
mation first and act on it will come out ahead. This is no less true for M than it 
is for other industries. So let's all make an effort to keep in touch with our inter
national friends. It's good for us and good for the industry. 

J#lcome to Viewpoint The opinions expressed in this column are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of M'TA. Guest writers and responses to columns are welcome and will 
be printed at the discretion of MTA..Email·M'TA@mtechnology.org 

Pamela G. McIntyre received a B.S. degree in biology from the University of Wzsconsin and a mas
ter's degree in business and infonnation systems from the University of Maryland. She has spent over 
14 years in the field of information management and is currently a freelance writer, and managing edi
tor of M Computing. Email: 7132l.2635@compuse,ve.com 
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