
Would it really be that simple? 
How many of those date-con
version functions base their 
understanding of the term "this 
century" on the date when the 
function is executed? In that 
case, the calculation would be: 
1-1954=-1953, or with the 
above-mentioned correction, 
the outcome would be 
1+1900-1954=-53. 

In either case, the software 
might realize that my age would 
be less than 5 years old and try 
to send my parents a reminder 
that I'd have to show up for 
kindergarten in the year 2059 
( or 3959 as the case might be). 

And before _.tJ:ie data gets into 
the computer? 

Many of us allow our end-users 
to enter dates in various for
mats and convert any input for
mat to a standard format in 
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which these dates are stored. 

How many programs would 
there be that allow for data entry 
with two-digit year numbers. 
And then convert the year-value 
by "correcting:" 

IF year<l00 SET 
year=year+1900? 

Today that will work just fine. 
But when the same program is 
run 4 years from now, it will store 
the date of birth of an infant that 
is born in 2003 ( entered as 03) as 
if the person was born in 1903. 

In this case, there won't be any 
automatic reminder letters for 
their mumps booster shots and 
all those other inoculations that 
our infants need to get. There 
might be a reminder letter for 
their annual glaucoma check, but 
that will be about it. Indeed, if 
03+century is calculated wrong, 

Two vendors, InterSystems and 
Micronetics, held sessions the day 
before the MTA-E meeting. Both 
were well attended, with approxi
mately fifty participants each. 

During the MTA-Europe business 
meeting the members agreed to 
develop a stronger web presence. 
Wolfgang Kirsten stepped down as 
the editor of the M Professional, 
and it was decided to submit arti
cles to M Computing rather than to 
attempt to keep both publications 
going. Participants enthusiastical
ly supported a 1998 meeting of the 
same format, also to be held in 
Brussels. 

The social event, held in the hotel, 
centered on a five-course meal. 
Belgians take their food and their 
cigarettes seriously. Although we 

it doesn't matter very much that 
both VA FileMan and $HORO LOG 
store that value with the century 
information intact. M 
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1. In VA-FileMan a date is represented 
as a numeric value based on the numer
ic values of the year, month and day. 
The value is (in MUMPS arithmetic): 

year-1700*100+month*100+day. 

For my birthday in this year, that would 
look like 2970217, and for my birthday 4 
years from now, it would be 3010217. 
Assuming anyone would still care in the 
year 2876, the value would be 11760217. 

didn't set aside much time for 
tourism, we did manage to see the 
"Grand Palace," and can assure all 
concerned that Belgian waffles are 
much more substantial than those 
sold under the name at American 
breakfast restaurants. 

Our thanks to our European col
leagues for a good meeting and a 
good time. M 
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