
While walking through a crowd of non-M convention 
participants, I was stopped by someone intrigued by all 
the medals who wanted to know, in two or three words, 
what is so great about M. I stopped a minute ( or ten) 
to begin the usual explanations, but this individual's 
eyes didn't glaze ( as often happens in computer science 
conferences when I am asked that sort of question). 
Instead, he grew more excited as he saw the potentials 
for linking his work with what M provides. He spotted 
his wife, also a professional database person, and 
together they pumped me for more information a while 
longer. I pointed them to exhibits that would expand 
on what I had introduced, and when we parted, I felt 
that the language had two new supporters. 

I think the most exciting conclusion I reached was that, 
in some very important ways, M may be achieving today 
something we have lamented in its absence in those 
good old days bemoaned by some at this conference: 
the start of true integration with the rest of the world. 
This change is occurring as a two-way street: M users 
are embracing non-M solutions to problems best suited 
to other languages and systems. But at the same time, 
non-M users are starting to see what they can do with 
M as a part of their solutions to complex database 
problems. This latter acceptance is coming slowly. (It 
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Dear Friends: 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to send my personal greetings 
to everyone participating in the 25th Annual Conference of the 
M Technology Association. While I regret not being able to join you for 
this important gathering, I do want to extend my best wishes for a 
successful and productive event. 

The development of a National and Global Information Infrastructure 
will advance and enhance the way we live, work, learn, and share 
information with each other here in the United States and around the 
world. communications technologies will play a critical role in a global 
economy that is ever more dependent upon information for expanded 
business and trade opportunities. 

In addition, President Clinton and I are cornrni tted to making su7e 
the goal of uni versa! service is met so that all Americans can benefit 
from the communications revolution. As a nation we cannot tolerate--nor, 
in the long run, can we afford--a society in which some children become 
fully educated and others do not, in Which some patients benefit from 
shared medical expertise and others do not, in which some people have 
access to lifetime learning and job training and others do not. 

I know that all of you attending this important event share this 
vision. Please accept my best wishes for your continued success in the 
years to come. 

Al Gore 

AG/mrm 

MTA received this letter from Vice President Al Gore, an 
invited guest speaker for the 1996 Conference. 
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might happen more quickly if people were to avail 
themselves of the public domain global handler, with 
source code available at the ftp site 
tiger.cs.ucdavis.edu, directory /pub/gum/.) But it is 
one thread that is emerging as M takes its place along­
side other standards in the world. 

Like the blind men describing their perception of the 
elephant, the viewpoints may differ. In this issue, you 
can see several different viewpoints of the role of M. 
We face an uncertain future as far as the precise nature 
of our association, annual meetings, and what their 
role will be in this changing perspective of the role of 
M in the heterogeneous solutions of tomorrow's prob­
lems. But it seems increasingly likely that M will be a 
part of those solutions. These are indeed exciting 
times in which to live. Stay tuned, and keep your run­
ning shoes handy, if only just to keep up with the 
crowd! M 

Richard F. Walters, Ph.D., is a professor at the University of 
California, Davis and the executive editor of M Computing. 
Write to him care of MT.A's managing editor. 

LCI is a provider of computer 
services for companies with high­
tech requirements. Call us today to 
find out more about us and how our 
software professionals can provide 
quality software services for you 
and your organization. 

Whether you need a single 
programmer for a short-term project 
or an entire software development 
team, give us a call. 
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